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Who is
Manny Jimenez?

Residents and businesses rally
to build home for disabled vet
by Nancy Thompson

F

or the past year, town officials,
residents and business owners
have been planning, negotiating
and working to build a home for
Manny Jimenez, a Marine corporal
who was seriously injured while serving in Afghanistan. In a few weeks,
the house will be finished and
Jimenez, a 2007 graduate of New
Britain High School, will move in.
So who is Manny Jimenez?
He has described himself as “just
a normal guy.”
A “normal guy” who lost his left
arm, hearing in his left ear and partial sight in his left eye when an
improvised explosive device blew
up near him when he was returning
from a patrol in Afghanistan in
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August 2010. A “normal guy” who
has refused to let his injuries deter
him from his goals, who runs
marathons and competes in bicycle
races and other athletic events
throughout the country. A “normal
guy” who has charmed everyone
he’s met and inspired a community.
As a youth in New Britain, he
enjoyed hanging out with friends in
town and participating in National
Bicycle League BMX races in
Meriden. In high school, he volunteered at a local bike shop, the
Recycle Bicycle Clinic, where he
helped youngsters learn to build
and fix bicycles. He also helped
them with their homework and
found ways for them to earn a bicy-

cle by doing volunteer work and
staying out of trouble.
As a student at New Britain High
School he played football as a freshman, ran cross-country as a senior
and was a member of the wrestling
team and Junior ROTC for four
years.
He knew he wanted to enlist in
the military and considered his
options before deciding on the
Marines.
“There was nothing fancy,” he
said. “They didn’t offer me a bonus. I
did it for the love of it. I liked the
camaraderie, even after they get
out. They just stick with each other
like a family.”
He enlisted soon after graduation
and was deployed overseas shortly
after he completed training. He was
injured during his second deployment, this time to Afghanistan.
“It was just like a normal day,” he
said. “We went out on foot patrol
and did our thing. An IED went off
on our way back.”
Jimenez doesn’t remember anything about the explosion or its
immediate aftermath. He regained
consciousness in a hospital in
Germany, then was transferred to
the U.S.
He’s been undergoing rehabilita-

tion at Walter Reed National
Military Medical Center in
Bethesda, Maryland, for several
months. His rehabilitation has
included competing in triathlons,
marathons and other events. He
expects to be released from duty in
a few weeks, at about the time his
home will be completed.
He’s described the community’s
efforts as humbling and inspiring.
“It’s amazing how they’ve come
to help with this project,” he said.
“Everyone has wanted to be part of
it. It’s been very different from
what’s portrayed in the media for
returning veterans. Here, whatever
you need, people are there for you.”

Rising from the ashes
Jimenez’s home on Addison Road is
on the site of the old Marine Corps
League building that was destroyed
by fire in the summer of 2006. After
the fire, Town Manager Richard
Johnson talked with members.
“At first they were looking to
rebuild, but they didn’t have the
resources,” Johnson said. “There was
a reverter clause that would turn
the property back to the town if it
wasn’t used by the Marine Corps
League or for veterans’ purposes.”
He had heard of Purple Heart
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Homes, a national organization
founded by Dale Beatty and John
Gallina, both wounded veterans,
and called their director of communications, Vicki Thomas, who lives
in Connecticut.
“At that point they didn’t have a
vet who wanted to live in the

Glastonbury area,” Johnson said.
“And then several months later
Vicki called and said they had
someone.”
Thomas and Gallina attended a
town council meeting last May to
pitch the idea. After several months
of discussion and consultation with

attorneys, an agreement to convey
the property to Purple Heart Homes
for $1 was approved last November.
Once the home is finished, Purple
Heart Homes will convey the property to Jimenez for $1. The agreement stipulates how long he has to
live there and the process by which

the town will reacquire the property if he decides to leave.
“Everyone hopes Manny will stay
there for many, many years,”
Johnson said. “It’s a great project
and a great use of the land. It’s been
a lot of fun. Hopefully it’s been a
great experience for Manny. It’s cer-
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Glastonbury $399,900

Glastonbury $589,900
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Glastonbury $379,900

Glastonbury $899,900
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1ST FLOOR MASTER!
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Classic Colonial in popular Apple Hill neighborhood.
Better than new Colonial set on gorgeous private lot.
Exceptional property located in the culdesac of a private
Lovely neighborhood setting for this light & bright
Extremely popular South Glastonbury neighborhood.
Beautifully maintained, gorgeous hardwood floors, great Meticulously maintained, pristine. Very open floorplan,
enclave of homes.2 story dramatic foyer, first floor
home. Spacious open floor plan, eat-in kitchen, fireplaced Open & bright, extensive detail. Granite kitchen open
layout. Additional SF in walk-out lower level and half Master Suite, Updated Kitchen & Baths. Beautiful patio
office w/library shelving,& gas FP in gracious LR.
Family Room. Additional SF in Finished Walk-out LL. to Great Room with vaulted ceiling. Additional space in
bath. Expansive private backyard. Location! Location!
overlooking expansive backyard. 3441SF, 4BR, 2.1BA. Open sweeping floorplan kitchen to FR. 3460SF, 4BR, 4th BR is in LL w/adjacent full bath. Private backyard. finished lower level. Wonderful private level lot! 4379SF,
Location! 2213SF, 4BR, 2.2BA.
3.1BA.
Quick closing possible! 2460SF, 3BR, 3.1BA.
4BR, 3.1BA.
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Glastonbury $699,900

Glastonbury $399,900

Glastonbury $319,900

Glastonbury $919,900

Charming sunny home with lovely private fenced
backyard. Updated kitchen, great bright decor. Open
floorplan LR/DR to eat in kitchen. Office or Possible
4th bedroom on first floor- just add closet! Great
Neighoborhood setting and curb appeal! 3BR, 2BA.

Spectacular, custom designed brick home in lovely
private setting. 1st flr master suite & 1st flr office w
adjacent full bath. Dramatic soaring spaces, detailed
millwork, coffered ceilings, hardwood floors.2 ensuite
bedrooms on the 2nd floor. 4250SF, 4BR, 4.1BA.

Beautiful Sage Model resale at Adenas Walk 55+
Community. Many upgrades, 9 ft ceilings, sunroom.
Very open & bright. Beautiful baths. Hardwood floors.
Pristine condition, better than new! 2137SF, 3BR,
2.1BA.

Traditional Colonial within a private setting. Beautifully maintained with very nice upgrades throughout.
Fireplaced Living Rm & Family Rm, Hardwood floors,
spacious eat-in kitchen and finished lower level. 1954SF,
4BR, 2.2BA

Truly special home sited on 7 Plus acres in culdesac
neighborhood of fine homes. Features great millwork,
hardwood floors,a 1st floor bedroom suite,theater,&
expasive MBR w/ adjacent sitting room. Additional SF
in w/o LL. 4775SF, 4BR, 5.1BA.
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Glastonbury $308,900

Beautifully,lovingly remodeled 4 Bedroom ranch!!
Great room opens to trendy eat-in kit w/ stainless &
granite island. Hardwood floors & Additional 700 SF
in fin. LL Master Bedroom w/ full bath. Lovely Private
backyard with patio. 3 car detached garage!

Glastonbury $749,900

A signature home from Jacques and Son with
distinguishing mill work; stunning kitchen; open floor
plan and guest bedroom with full bath on first floor.
MBR w/sitting area with fireplace; 4 season sunporch
off of kitchen; level backyard. 3828SF, 4BR, 4BA.

Dramatic home in a very private neighborhood location. Wonderful neighborhood setting on cul-de-sac. Classic
Unbelievable detail & great home set on private &
Grand style & grand scale, soaring ceilngs. Wonderful home in meticulous condition. Open & Spacious Layout
serene lot in popular neighborhood. 1st flr study w/
wood flooring & great detail. 1st floor library w/window throughout, living room, dining room. Beautiful screened built-ins & coffered ceilings. Kitchen w/cherry cabinets.
seats & shelves.FR w/ impressive FP & sunroom!
sun porch overlooking private back. 2402SF incld. LL,
FR w/2 story FP. MBR w/lavish bath. Finished w/o
5838SF, 5BR, 5.1BA.
3BR, 2.1BA
LL. 4580SF, 5BR, 4.1BA.

TYRON FARM!

HOUSE BEAUTIFUL!

South Glastonbury ~ starting at $482,500

South Glastonbury $779,900

2011 HOBI - HARTFORD COUNTY BEST LUXURY TOWNHOUSE!

Tryon Farm is a non-age restrictive community comprised of 30 custom attached residences in great setting.
Convenient to South Glastonbury center. Energy efficient HVAC system.
Granite/stainless kitchens, hardwood floors, open floor plan, paver patios.

Located in the heart of South Glastonbury stunning,
young colonial with exquisite mill work, coiffered
ceilings, colums and trimwork. Granite & stainless
kitchen opens to 4 season sun porch. Level yard with
fruit trees and stone patio. 3600SF, 4BR, 3BA.

HOMES AT PINE RIDGE!

Glastonbury ~ Starting at $535,000
Ready for immediate occupancy! Quality construction with hardwood floors throughout!
Extensive millwork, open floor plan and gourmet kitchen. New subdivision - Homes at Pine Ridge.
Thirty other choice lots to choose from, many home designs, some walk outs available!
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tainly been a great experience for
the town.”
Members of the local Rotary Club
decided to adopt the project after
Gallina spoke at a meeting last fall.
“Vicki Thomas asked if John
Gallina could speak to the club as
part of his work to get support from
various community organizations,”
said club President Kevin Flanagan.
“By the end of it we wanted to wrap
our arms around it and be responsi-

ble for it,” he said. “We all decided
this was it. We were looking for a
project, and we got one.”
The club has many business
owners and tradesmen among its
members, and all were eager to
pitch in.
“We have everything we need to
get things done. And it’s not all ourselves,” he said. “We’ve reached out
to other sub-contractors, including
competitors, and the contractors

“The townspeople should know that they are not only affecting
Manny’s life, but also that they will be the model community
that all others will be measured against.”
— John Gallina, co-founder of Purple Heart Homes

have gone back to their people to
get materials donated.”
In addition to local businesses
and residents, members of the
Healing, Emergency, Aid Response
9/11 team, a group of veteran police
officers, firefighters, construction
trade union workers, surviving families of people killed on September
11, 2001, and others all spent a
weekend in March framing and
enclosing the house.
Craig Wellman and Ed Quinn
have been coordinating the project,
finding contractors and other volunteers to do whatever needs to be
done. That part hasn’t been hard.
“The toughest part now is that so
many people want to help,”
Flanagan said. “How can you let one

person help and not another who
offers? It’s just people in the community reaching out to help. That’s
what it’s all about.”
Among the volunteers is Suzanne
Galvin, co-owner of Sister Staging
and a board member of the
Glastonbury Education Foundation.
She, too, was inspired after hearing
Gallina and Beatty tell their
personal stories.
“I was just so blown away from
them,” she said. “They’re just so positive. So of course I got totally
caught up in it. I offered to do colors,” she said. “I ended up chairing
the interior work and picking out
toilets.”
She said she’s thrilled with the
way the community has responded.

How will you be remembered?
We help you pass down your
, not just your assets

values

LAW OFFICES OF
STEvEN M. BASCHE, LLC

Wills • Trusts • Living Wills • Powers of Attorney
Special Needs Trusts • Lasting Legacy Planning
Business Formation & Succession

2389 Main Street,
Glastonbury
860-368-0414
LegalAdviceForLife.com
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“I’ve never been so proud of our
community,” she said. “Everyone
wants to do something. It’s amazing
how much time and effort all these
businesses are putting into this. A
couple of Walgreen employees happened to drive by the property
while the H.E.A.R.T. 9/11 guys were
working and came back with several cases of water for them. A little
boy brought brownies for Manny
because he wanted to meet him. He
was in awe.”
Like many others, she has met
Jimenez and is looking forward to
having him move to town.
“He’s just so sweet,” she said.
“He’s so unassuming and so overwhelmed by all this. Imaging being
23 and having all this happen to
you starting with that horrible day
in Afghanistan, and now he’s picking out a bedroom set and colors for
his home.”

A first for Purple
Heart Homes
Purple Heart Homes has overseen
the renovation of several homes
throughout the country, but this
is the first that has been built from

the ground up.
Gallina appears to be as
impressed with people in the community as they have been with him
and his organization.
Asked if this kind of response is
common, he said, “There is nothing
common about Glastonbury.
Personally, I believe it shows not
only what is right with America,
but it also crosses all political
parties, generations and cultural
lines.”
He praised the local Rotary Club
and the community as a whole.
“Glastonbury Rotary from the
beginning has done a phenomenal
job,” he said. “The club epitomizes
the values of service above self. I
am honored to be acquainted with
such fine Americans and proud
for Purple Heart Homes to be
associated with them all. The
townspeople should know that
they are not only affecting Manny’s
life, but also that they will be
the model community that all
others will be measured against.”

What’s next for Manny?
Eventually, Jimenez wants to go to

Glastonbury Rotarians Jeff
Bodeau and Craig Wellman
work on Manny Jimenez’s
future home.

college and study physical education
or sports medicine. He’s dealt with a
lot of fame over the past few months
and is ready to simply get on with life.
“I’m pretty much what you see,
just a normal guy,” he said. “I find a
way to accomplish things. I don’t
use my injuries as an excuse not to
do things. They didn’t change the
future, they just diverted it.” GL
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Summer
will be
here in
no time.
Get
Get an
an early
early
start
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SOLO FITNESS
Glastonbury's Premier Personal Training Facility Fitness Center for 15 Years

860-657-2426 • www.SoloFitnessct.com
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